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SQ3R:  Survey, Question, Read, Review and Recite

How to Survey

Directions:  Look through the chapter to find out the important points.  This should take about 5-10 minutes.

1. Read the title:  Read and focus on the title.  Think about what it means and what should be in a chapter with that title.  Think about what you may already know about that topic.

2. Read the introduction:  Sometimes the first paragraph gives you an overview (review) of the whole chapter.  It may give you clues to how the chapter is organized, and tell you what you will be learning about.  

3. Read the bold faced subtitles:  Subtitles are labels.  By reading them you will read a list of all the important parts of the chapter.  Think about each one, what it means and what you will learn.

4. Look at the pictures, charts and graphs:  Glance at these to pick out anything you feel is important and/or interesting.

5. Read the summary at the end:  The summary gives you the key points in the chapter.  It will help you understand the chapter because you will gain a better idea about what the chapter is about.  

6. Look at the questions at the end of the chapter:  Read through the questions, these will give you a better idea of what you will be learning from the chapter.  DO NOT read the chapter to simply answer the questions though.

Toolkit: Prereading
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Surveying a Textbook Chapter

Directions:  Open one of your textbooks to the chapter you are reading.  Answer the following questions in your words.  Do not copy anything from the textbook.

1. What is the chapter title and what does it mean?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does the introduction tell you?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. List each bold faced subtitle.  What do these tell you about what you will learn from the chapter?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What kinds of pictures, charts and/or graphs are in the chapter?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does the summary at the end tell you about what the chapter will be about?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Read the questions at the end.  What do they tell you about what the chapter will be about?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  How long will it take you read the chapter?

_____________________________________________________________________

8. When and where will you read it?

_____________________________________________________________________

Toolkit: Prereading
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Step 1:

_____SURVEY

Get a quick overview of the chapter.  Read and think about 



the title, introduction and subtitles.  Study any maps, charts 



and graphs.  Read the questions at the end.  Think about 



what you already know of the topic.  Try to predict some 



ideas you will learn and study while reading the chapter.

Step 2:

_____QUESTION
Turn each subtitle into a question.  To take notes, write 



questions in your notebook, skip five lines between each 



question.

_____ READ

Read each subsection (the text under each subtitle) to find 



the answer to your question.

_____ RECITE

Recite the answer to your question.  Pretend you are 



explaining the ideas to a study partner.  Now write the 



answer to the question in your notebook or worksheet.  



Write in your words, not those of the author.

Step 3:

_____ REVIEW

Stand back and look at the chapter as a whole.    How do 



the ideas and facts you learned from each subsection fit 



together.  Review your notes to be sure they make sense to 



you. 

Toolkit: Prereading
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SQ3R Worksheet

Directions:  Open your textbook to the chapter you are reading.   Complete the steps below.

Chapter  #________  Pgs._________  Chapter Title:___________________________

Survey:  After surveying the chapter, what do you think it will be about?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn the 1st subtitle into a question:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the question in your words:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn the 2nd subtitle into a question: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the question in  your words:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn the 3rd subtitle into a question:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the question in your words:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn the 4th subtitle into a question: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the question in  your words:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn the 5th subtitle into a question:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the question in your words:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn the 6th subtitle into a question: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the question in  your words:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn the 7th subtitle into a question:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer the question in your words:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REVIEW:  After reading the chapter, what new things did you learn?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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