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Minutes
(approved at February 28, 2014 Graduate Council meeting)
Faculty Present:  R. Adams, J. Barry, A. Bostrom, D. Cannon, S. Choudhuri, N. Diarrassouba, D. Epple, M. Harris, L. Huang, V. Long, A. Lowen, M. Luttenton, J. Peck, M. Staves
Administrative Ex-Officio Present: C. Bajema, I. Fountain, T. James-Heer, S. Lipnicki, J. Potteiger, S. Soman, J. Stevenson

Elected Student Reps Present: N. Bair, H. Powsner

Ex-Officio Students Present: J. Blossfeld, P. Jabaay, A. Kabalyan, K. Senkowski


	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION/DECISION

	 I. Call to Order
	M. Luttenton called the meeting to order at 9:08 AM. 

	

	II. Approval of Agenda
	
	Motion: J. Peck moved to approve the agenda. J. Barry seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

	III. Approval of Minutes – November 22, 2013
	
	Motion: J. Peck moved to approve the minutes of November 22, 2013. C. Leiras seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

	IV. Chair’s Report – M. Luttenton


	The GC will submit the 2013-14 annual report to ECS in April.
	

	V. Curriculum Subcommittee Report – M. Staves
	Log 7874: EdD New Program Proposal
The authors of the EdD proposal received the requested revisions and resubmitted the proposal. The revised proposal will be posted on Google Docs for the full Graduate Council to review prior to the next Graduate Council meeting. The GCCC wants to ensure that the full Graduate Council is satisfied with the revisions and will support the program proposal before reviewing the 17 course proposals.  In other matters, medical dosimetry courses are being reviewed and the MPH courses are almost done being reviewed. 
	

	VI. Policy Subcommittee Report – M. Luttenton
	Incomplete Grade Policy
The incomplete grade policy was charged to both the Academic Policies and Standards Committee and the Graduate Council. The APSC’s version appears to focus more on undergraduate grading and seems to be entirely separate from the GC-PC’s draft policy. The GC-PC will review both versions at its next meeting. The GC-PC will also address the joint charge from ECS to the APSC and Graduate Council wherein both committees are expected to collaborate on delineating the work of each respective committee.  

Withdrawal Policy: 
The revised policy closes the loophole that allows students to withdraw with a “W” up until the last day of the semester. The Provost, deans, and other constituent groups have reviewed the revised policy. It has implications for Financial Aid, e.g. student loans and academic progress. The process for withdrawal could include an online form that gets routed to the instructor, GPD, dean and registrar similar to the graduate faculty application.
Faculty Workload Policy for Thesis and Dissertation
The draft policy sets a minimum workload for thesis and dissertation. Each unit would be given the option of increasing the workload as appropriate for its discipline. Provost Davis reviewed the policy. Her position was that the minimum contact hours per credit of thesis/dissertation should be the maximum. 

Faculty Handbook language currently allows units to establish their own thesis workload credit. If this policy were put in place, some units would lose thesis/dissertation workload credits. However, without this policy, some units would continue to not give credit per their current practice. After discussion, the Graduate Council agreed that the chair will report to ECS that the current handbook language is adequate to negotiate thesis workload but handbook language would be added for dissertations.  
	Motion: S. Choudhuri moved to approve the revised withdrawal policy. J. Peck seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

	VII. GSA Report – P. Jabaay
	All but $12,000 of the original $80,000 allocation has been directed to graduate student organizations. The GSA finance officer met with Student Senate and GSA will receive $80,000 again in 2014-15. College/program graduate student organizations continue to be added; physical therapy is the most recent one. The GSA is hosting the National Association of Graduate-Professional Student's (NAGPS) Regional Conference the first week of April and is expecting 40 attendees. 
	

	VIII. Dean’s Report – J. Potteiger
	The Graduate Faculty meeting is this afternoon from 1:00-2:20 PM in the Loosemore Auditorium. J. Potteiger commended Graduate Council members for their thorough, critical evaluation of items presented. 
	

	IX. New Business  
	 Graduate Student Exit Survey – J. Stevenson
A PowerPoint presentation was provided. One of the key responses from students was that students would like more support seeking employment. The Career Center is available but there might be issues precluding it from adequately supporting graduate students.  There may need to be more pre-employment advising from programs. Other issues graduate students reported were inadequate advising, that the quality of their student life experience is low, and that family responsibilities create barriers, which could possibly include parking and child care issues that GVSU could address. 

ELS 112 – J. Potteiger
The policy subcommittee has been collecting information on language proficiency and the OGS is putting information together see where students are placed who took the ELS Language Center course. This is being done to determine if ELS 112 is a viable mechanism for graduate admission to GVSU. The GC-PC will bring its recommendation to the full Graduate Council. 
	

	X. Adjournment
	
	Motion: M. Staves moved to adjourn. J. Barry seconded. Meeting adjourned at 10:49 AM. 
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