
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trying to find one more course to round out your Winter 2015 schedule? Looking for one of the new Issues classes? Need some 
electives to reach that 120 credit mark? Here are some great suggestions from around the university: 

 

Semester Course # 
CRN 

Title Cr. Description Pre-requisites Attributes/ 
Recommendations 

 
Winter 2015 BMS 180-01 Perspectives on Ebola 1 Perspectives on Ebola (BMS 180-01) is a class for 

college students of ANY major (science or non-
science). The class includes a seminar that is open to 
the public (so bring your friends and other interested 
people) followed by a discussion (for those enrolled 
in the class). Seminar speakers from different 
departments within GVSU will provide students with 
information from their discipline’s perspective on the 
response to Ebola. As a 1 cr hour course, this is an 
excellent addition to the 13-14 cr hour semester that 
will provide students with timely, accurate 
information on Ebola. 

None  

Winter 2015 ART 153 Make & Meaning in Art 
and Design 

3 See Lanthorn article: 
http://www.lanthorn.com/article/2014/11/ae-making-
and-meaning 
 

None Arts Foundation General 
Education 

Winter 2015 ECO 312 
CRN – 21270 

Applied Microeconomics 3 Applies microeconomic analysis to business, 
personal, and public decisions. Topics include 
business cost and output decisions; consumer 
demand; pricing and allocation of goods, services, 
labor, and other resources in competitive markets; 
strategic pricing across markets; impact of 
government policies, services, taxes, and regulations 
on market operations. Offered every year.  

ECO 211 or 
ECO 200 

This section is held in 
Allendale. Great option for 
actuary students. 

Winter 2015 ECO 350 
CRN – 30371 

Economics of Gender 3 Analysis of gender differences in employment and 
earnings. Topics include allocation of time between 
the household and the labor market, employment and 
family structure, theories of discrimination, 
antipoverty programs, comparable worth, parental 
leave, and affirmative action. Historical trends and 
cross-cultural comparisons are discussed along with 
current U.S. conditions.  

Junior Standing Held in Allendale 
 
Issues - Identity 

Winter 2015 ECO 400 Econometrics and 3 Gives students a working knowledge of sources of One of ECO 200, Great option for actuary 
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CRN – 31622 Forecasting economic and business data, empirical model 
building, and economic interpretation of statistical 
results. Topics include regression analysis, designing 
models, forecasting and hypothesis testing. Emphasis 
on business and policy applications.  

ECO 210 or 
ECO 211; and 
STA 215 or STA 
312; and one of 
ECO 300, STA 
216, or MTH 
201 

students. 

Winter 2015 HST 101 Introduction to World 
Civilization 

3   Foundations – Historical 
Perspectives 

Winter 2015 HST 103 Introduction to American 
Civilizations 

3   Foundations – Historical 
Perspectives 

Winter 2015 HST 203 World History to 1500 
A.D. 

3   Foundations – Historical 
Perspectives 

Winter 2015 HST 205 World History since 1500 3   Fulfills Cultures – World 
Perspectives 

Winter 2015 HST 206 American History Since 
1877 

3   Fulfills Cultures – U.S. 
Diversity 

Winter 2015 HST 211 History of Islamic 
Civilization 

3   Fulfills Cultures – World 
Perspectives 

Winter 2015 HST 290 Research Methods in 
History 

3  STA 215  

Winter 2015 HST 315 Latinos: The forging of 
Ethnic Identities 

3  Completion of 
Historical 
Perspectives 
foundation or 
junior standing 

 

Winter 2015 HST 329 Intellectual History of the 
United States 

3  HST 205 & HST 
206 OR junior 
standing 

 

Winter 2015 HST 332 Modern India 3  HST 204, HST 
212 or junior 
standing 

 

Winter 2015 HST 336 Africa After 1870 3  HST 204, HST 
235 OR junior 
standing 

 

Winter 2015 HST 338 Modern Middle East  3  HST 204 & HST 
206 OR junior 
standing 

 

Winter 2015 HST 362 Modern France 3  HST 208 OR 
junior standing 

 

Winter 2015 HST 387 Modern Germany 3  Historical 
Perspectives 
Foundation OR 
junior standing 

 

Winter 2015 LAS 475 Latinos in West Michigan 3 Have you worked with or in the Latino/a community 
of West Michigan or anticipate doing so? Are you 
just interested in this fast-growing population that is 

LAS 210 
(minimum grade 
of D) 

Theme 



changing the collective face of the region? Want to 
expand your social history and hone your social 
science research skills? Are you interested in service 
learning? Then please consider this course, designed 
to give students the opportunity to explore the 
demography, socio-economic profiles and diverse 
histories and cultures of Latinos/as in the Grand 
Rapids area and beyond, as well as experience a facet 
of this community through a service learning project. 

Winter 2015 PHI 320 Social & Political 
Philosophy:  Liberty and 
Justice 

3 Analyzes the intellectual appropriation of the 
concept of freedom over time. Emphasis will be 
given to the dynamic interaction between freedom 
and social control in classics of Western philosophy 
from ancient times to modernity. Authors include 
Plato, Epicurus, Aristotle, Aurelius, Augustine, 
Hobbes, Rousseau, and Marx 

Junior Standing Issues:  Human Rights 

Winter 2015 PHI 306 Eastern Great 
Philosophers 

3 A study of one or several Eastern great philosophers 
such as Lao Zi, Chuang Zi, Confucius, Mencius, The 
Buddha, Nagarjuna, Zhu Xi, Wang Yangming. Focus 
will be on the philosophers’ writings, but attention 
also will be given to context and tradition. 

Prior work in 
philosophy or 
permission of 
instructor 

 

Winter 2015 PLS 102 
 

American Government 
and Politics 

3 A prerequisite to all courses listed in the subfield of 
American Government and Politics. Examines 
American political values, governmental functions, 
political processes, policy issues, and decision-
making processes. 

None Foundations – Social and 
Behavioral Sciences 

Winter 2015 PLS 103 
 

Issues in World Politics 3 Analysis and discussion of contemporary issues in 
world politics as a vehicle for introducing core 
concepts such as democracy, dictatorship, civil 
society, power, nationalism, political economy, 
social policy, identity politics, and development. 
Students will gain basic familiarity with the 
institutions, actors, and processes that influence 
world politics. 

None Foundations – Social and 
Behavioral Sciences 
Cultures – World 
Perspectives 

Winter 2015 PLS 105 Introduction to Human 
Rights 

3 Introduction to the historical and conceptual 
development of human rights as moral, legal, and 
cultural constraints on the behavior of states in 
relation to their citizens. Analysis is theoretical, 
exploring philosophical arguments surrounding the 
historical development of human rights and their 
current role in legal, cultural, literary and political 
products. 

None Foundations – Philosophy 
and Literature 

Winter 2015 PLS 206 American Constitutional 
Foundations 

3 Integrates the perspectives of political science and 
constitutional law to examine the principles and 
institutional structures of the American political 
system. Analyzes political and constitutional sources 
of presidential, congressional, state and national 

None None – good class for pre-
law students 



power. Investigates federalism, voting, parties, 
interest groups, civil rights, and civil liberties. 

Winter 2015 PLS 211 International Relations 3 Examination of the major theories and fields of study 
in international relations, focusing on conflict and 
cooperation among nations. Topics include power, 
alliances, national security, and international political 
economy. Special attention is devoted to the causes 
of war and the use of international law and 
organization to mediate international conflict. 

None Themes (not Issues) 

Winter 2015 PLS 232 Modern Political Thought 
(SWS) 

3 Survey of selected modern political theorists, 
including Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Mill, and Marx. 
Emphasis on the concepts of the role of government, 
nature of justice, human nature, property, and 
political change. 

None Fulfills one SWS 

Winter 2015 PLS 283 
CRN – 30159 

Chinese Politics and US-
China Relations 

3 A historical and thematic survey of Chinese politics 
by examining the patterns and dynamics of its 
political, economic, and social developments, as well 
as its interaction with the United States. 

None Cultures – World 
Perspectives 

Winter 2015 PLS 284 
CRN – 26053 

Latin American Politics 3 The course analyzes the socioeconomic factors that 
influence political processes in Latin American 
countries, combining themes and case studies. 
Topics include theories of development, the 
historical role played by various political actors, and 
the current nature of development, inequality, 
democracy, and the politics of gender and race 
relations in the region. 

None Cultures – World 
Perspectives 

Winter 2015 PLS 300 
CRN – 23163 

Political Analysis 3 Empirical analysis of domestic and international 
political issues. Topics include data collection 
strategies and problems, statistical techniques for 
analyzing small and large data sets, as well as other 
formal methods of political analysis. Offered fall and 
winter semesters. 

STA 215  

Winter 2015 PLS 304 
CRN – 30160 

Political Parties and 
Interest Groups 

3 A theoretical examination of the roles that these two 
different types of groups play in politics and an 
empirical examination of what they do and how they 
do it. Although the primary focus is on the U.S. 
political system, some comparative material will be 
presented. 

PLS 102 or 
Junior Standing 

 

Winter 2015 PLS 321 
CRN – 31163 

The European Union 3 An examination of politics and policies in the 
European Union that includes participation in an 
international political simulation. Students spend 
three days in Indianapolis in April to take part in the 
Midwest Model EU. Topics include: integration 
theory, institutional reform, enlargement, and 
economic, social, environmental, and security 
policies. 

PLS 221 or 
permission of 
instructor 

 

Winter 2015 RST 225 Introduction to Russian 3   Culture - World 



Culture Perspectives 
Winter 2015 SW 380 – 01 Introduction to 

Gerontological Social 
Work 

3 This new elective will introduce students to the 
foundational knowledge about 
the physical, social and mental health needs of older 
adults and their families 
in the context of community and agency-based 
settings. 

Varies Sociology, Psychology and 
Liberal Studies students are 
encouraged to contact Dr. 
Lihua Huang for a permit to 
register for this elective. 

       
 


