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Depth of knowledge (DOK) consistency between standards and assessment refers to the match between the cognitive demand of items and the level of cognitive demand communicated by the wording of the objectives.
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Explore Sample Items
and Performance Tasks

English language artsfliteracy and mathematics
questions illustrate innavative iterms and rigor of

Smarter Balanced assessments. READ MORE >

Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium School Years

Smarter Balanced assessments will be implemented
inthe 2014-15 school year. Click belowto ses what's
happening and when.

Srmarter Balanced is a state-led consortium developing assessments aligned to the Common Core State
Standards in English language artsflteracy and matheratics that are designed to help prepare all students to
graduate high school college- and career-ready. ReAd MORE

Latest News
© 2012-2013

March/April Issue of Smarter News, the Consortium’s eNewsletter is Now Available

What's Happening
Stay up-to-date on the development of the Smarter Balanced assessment system and activities in mermber states o i et St B
and teritories. sign up here. b o,

READ MORE b
Alaska Joins the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
Alaska has joined the Consortiurn as an Advisory State. With the addition of Alaska, Smarter Balanced includes
26 member states and territories working collaboratively to develop a next-generation assessment systerm for
English language artsflteracy and mathernatics. READ MORE

Smarter Balanced Begins Pilot Test of Next.Generation Student Assessments
Mermbers of the Srmarter Balanced Assessment Consortium are administering a Pilot Test of the assessment
system in schools actoss the country. The Pilot Test is the first of two large-scale tryouts of the assessments
prior to implernentation in the 2014-15 school year. Through the Pilot Test, Smarter Balanced will gather
information about the performance of assessment items and the test delivery system under real-world conditions
READ MORE

Inside Smarter Balanced
Pilot Test Launched — 2/21/13 — Joe Willhoft, Executive Director
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Smarter Balanced
Balanced General Item Specifications

Assessment Consortium

The Common Core State Standards require high-level cognitive demand, such as requiring students
to demonstrate deeper conceptual understanding through the application of content knowledge and
skills to new situations and sustained tasks. For each Assessment Target in English language arts
and mathematics, the depth(s) of knowledge (DOK) that the student needs to bring to the item/task
has been identified. Short descriptions of the Cognitive Rigor Matrix for each content area are
provided below.

Table 4. A “Snapshot” of the Cognitive Rigor Matrix for Mathematics.
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Table 5. A “Snapshot” of the Cognitive Rigor Matrix for English Language Arts.
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