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	Category of Potential Pitfall 
	Examples 



	1
	Some words are shared by science and everyday English, but they have distinct meanings.  


	organ

revolution

	2
	Some science words are shared with English and have comparable meanings, but the science meaning is more precise.


	air
cloud

	3
	Some science terms are only found in a scientific context. 


	herbivore
solubility

	4
	Some words have more than one science meaning. 


	nuclear

	5
	Adjectives may change scientific meanings in important ways.


	lunar vs. solar eclipse

	6
	Some scientific phrases must be learned and understood in their entirety. 


	states of matter

	7
	Some words shared with mathematics have different technical meanings in the two disciplines.


	Solution

Density

Prism

	8
	Some science terms sound like everyday English words.


	tide (tied)
weight (wait)

	9
	Some science words are related but their distinct meanings are confused by students.
	mass & weight


