THE ROBERT AND MARY PEW
FACULTY TEACHING AND LEARNING CENTER

ONE INCLUSIVE THING
Responding to Cultural Diversity in the Classroom at GVSU

What Can | Do In My Classroom?

While there are many ways faculty can respond to cultural differences in their teaching, here are a few
suggestions to get started over the summer:

l. As faculty member, take time for cultural introspection:

e What are some of your most distinctive cultural values and priorities related to teaching?

e From where in your life and identities do these values and priorities originate?

e How are these values and priorities reflected in your teaching materials and methods?
***As a community building exercise, you might consider an early semester
assignment asking students to write a learning autobiography which addresses these
questions as well

e How might a student with a dissimilar cultural background experience your course and what

does this mean for student learning?

e Deepen your cultural self-awareness through initiatives on campus or in the community

which can help you become more culturally adaptive in the classroom

e Keep in mind that humility is key to developing greater cultural agility- it is okay to admit

that we do not know something!
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Learn More

Not sure how this relates to your course? Schedule a confidential consultation with the Pew FTLC munkd@gvsu.edu or

ftlc@gvsu.edu

Culturally Responsive Course Design Resources

Grand Valley State University
616-331-3498

Diversity and Motivation: Culturally Responsive Teaching in College, 2nd ed. (Margery B. Ginsberg and Raymond J.
Wlodkowski, 2009.) https://www.higheredtoday.org/2018/05/16/motivational-framework-instructional-equity-
higher-education/

Chavez & Beam (2016). Teaching Across Cultural Strengths, Sterling, VA: Stylus Publishing

Culturally Responsive Classroom Development
https://library.catalog.gvsu.edu/search~S19?/tteaching+across+cultural+strengths/tteaching+across+cultural+streng
ths/1%2C1%2C3%2CB/frameset&FF=tteaching+across+cultural+strengths+a+guide+to+balancing+integrated+and+in
dividuated+cultural+frameworks+in+college+teaching&2%2C%2C3
http://guides.library.pdx.edu/culturallyresponsivecurriculum

Syllabus example https://www.latimes.com/books/la-et-jc-decolonize-syllabus-20181008-story.html
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