1.2g River Habitat - Lifelines to the World

Most Americans live withina mile of ariver or a stream. We rely on rivers fordrinking water, irrigation, and more.
Providingahome forfish, plants, animals, and people, rivers are essential for the survival of many species —including
our own.
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Rivers have three distinct habitat areas: riverbed, riverbanks, and the floodplain. The riverbed isthe water channel itself,
while the riverbanks, called the “riparian zone”, include the land, trees, and water-loving animals and plants along the
channel. The low, flatland spreading out from the channel, called the floodplain, periodically floods during heavy rains
and snow melt. Sometimes floodplains stay soggy fora long time, creating rich wetland habitat.

ChallengesforRivers

e Dams block migratory fish fromreturningto their historic spawning grounds, reducing fish populations.
Dams also alterthe amount of water and sediment traveling downstream, changing living conditions
above and below the dam.

e Hard shorelines decrease fish populations and increase water velocity, quickening erosion.

¢ Diggingchannelsorstraighteningrivers destroys nearby floodplains and wetlands, and canlead to
development where floodingisinevitable.

¢ Farm runoff containing fertilizers, herbicides, and pesticides contaminates water with toxins and excess
nutrients, causing algal blooms and dead zones.

¢ Combinedstormwaterand sewage systems can overflow and pouruntreated human waste intorivers,
creating disease risk and adding nutrient pollution. The resulting algae overgrowth can be toxicto fish and
people.

¢ Riverside development can reduce shade, which can lead to warmer waters that inhibit reproductionin
many species. Hard surfaces also increase pollutant runofffrom roadways, parking lots, and roofs.

Adapted from NOAA Fisheries (https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/habitat-conservation/river-habitat)
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