5.2 20th Century (1901-2000) 1
Artifact Packet

1904 Flood

T is cur aim te illwstate in this Souvenir the dite calamities which have befallen
this city in the month of March, 1904, The first calamity, of which we show

wir visws, was the tornado which swept over the southeatern pant of the iy,

known as Oakdale, on the Evaning of March 2ith, I a few momenis it had
demnolished houses, churches and everything which happened in it path, leawing numerous families
shelterless and destroymp much property.

About the same time Grsnd River assumed sush propertions as to endanger much property.
On the morning of E--_-.-_:',g:l.-. March 25:h, the stage of Grand River, ar{.m-.“.ing te the nngmmr's.
gauge, wWas 1445 fees, while tle |||g||<',l _[J;;:inl ecorded was on M’(m_"]a}'. when the gauge mgls.lcrnrl
194 Feet, chowing a total mse of five feet,

The e was mach more rap'..-'. than the [, the rver rr'::nninlng siaionary for  almeds
twgnt:ll.fgur hoars, During this time the waler rose 1o the second shory af many I'walllng and
even 1o lht‘ :u(.fa q‘.-_'nﬂmr; situated on lower ‘RLOI.I:I'.". Fow.-boats and 11.1|1|'.I'|1n |a.u|1;_-|‘.|:g, WRER
u,gd af Ealy resis h}- rehed p‘.rri:s whao b:\oughr raod and fuel te I':m il'ﬂ?[ll'_lhl:'d naakes,

We have alse shown herein several views taken alier the Hocd subsided, shawing some of

the damage resulting from the same. .

REED-TANDLER ENGRAVING 0O,
CAPIES SENT FOSTPALD PUBLISHERS,
0N RECEIPT oF 15 CTs, 85 CAMPAU 5T, GRAND RAFIDS, MICH,

City Laghting and Garbage Plants on the lsland,

Lunklrlg south-wedl [rom Bndgv Sireet on Winter Sireet,

Souvenir of flood: Grand Rapids, Mich. March, 1904. Reed-Tandler Engraving Co. (Grand
Rapids, Mich.).
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Figure 1Sturgeon Caught in 1906 from Grand River — 225 Ibs
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Grand Rapids History and Special Collections, Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids Ml
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Figure 2 Bridge Street Bridge with factories behind it

Photocopy of photograph (original contact print in Grand Rapids Michigan City Library, Michigan Room) circa 1908, photographer
unknown. VIEW NORTH - NORTHEAST, SOUTHSIDE, GENERAL VIEW. - Bridge Street Bridge, Spanning Grand River, Michigan &
Bridge Streets, Grand Rapids, Ml

RIVER RE-WILDING: EVALUATING IMPACTS ON ECOSYSTEMS AND COMMUNITIES _




Figure 3 Grand River 1928 - Exposed riverbed due to dry conditions and overuse of the river.
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Collection 43, Box 1. Grand Rapids History and Special Collections, Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids Ml




Figure 4 Scrips Program workers grading the Grand River Bank

In 1929, Grand Rapids City Manager George Welsh ordered the City Welfare Department
to establish a public works relief program for the poor of the city and county. This program
assisted Depression Era families and the chronically poor. It won for Grand Rapids, as well

as for Welsh, national recognition.

History and Special Collections, Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids M
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Figures 5 and 6: 1838 Rivers Edge Compared to 1926 River Edge at location of Islands 1 and 2.
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"The History of the City of Grand Rapids" by Albert Baxter, The map is from A Citizens' History of Grand Rapids by
1891 William J. Etten. Published in 1926 by the A.P. Johnson Co.

for the Campau Centennial Committee. The original survey
map was drawn by Chas. Barnes, Aug. 28, 1833.
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Figure 7: Factories on River, Showing Canals
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Dickinson Brothers, G. Rapids. (1911). Grand Rapids: beautiful, industrial, commercial. Grand Rapids, Mich:
[Grand Rapids Board of Trade.
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Grand Rapids Herold. June, 28, 1958, pg 1
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Figure 8: Land Use and Cover 1978 in Grand River Watershed
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Hanshue, S. K., and A. H. Harrington. 2017. Grand River assessment. Michigan Department of Natural Resources Fisheries Report
20, Lansing.
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Figure 9: Population Data

Grand Rapids

Year Population
1900 87565
1910 112571
1920 137634
1930 168592
1940 164292
1950 176515
1960 177313
1970 197649
1980 181843
1990 189126

United States Census Data
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