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1904 Flood 

Souvenir of flood: Grand Rapids, Mich. March, 1904. Reed-Tandler Engraving Co. (Grand 
Rapids, Mich.). 

5.2 20th Century (1901-2000) 
Artifact Packet 
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Figure 1Sturgeon Caught in 1906 from Grand River – 225 lbs 

Grand Rapids History and Special Collections, Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids MI 
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Photocopy of photograph (original contact print in Grand Rapids Michigan City Library, Michigan Room) circa 1908, photographer 
unknown. VIEW NORTH - NORTHEAST, SOUTHSIDE, GENERAL VIEW. - Bridge Street Bridge, Spanning Grand River, Michigan & 
Bridge Streets, Grand Rapids, MI 

Figure 2 Bridge Street Bridge with factories behind it 
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Collection 43, Box 1. Grand Rapids History and Special Collections, Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids MI

Figure 3 Grand River 1928 - Exposed riverbed due to dry conditions and overuse of the river. 
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Figure 4 Scrips Program workers grading the Grand River Bank 

In 1929, Grand Rapids City Manager George Welsh ordered the City Welfare Department 
to establish a public works relief program for the poor of the city and county. This program 
assisted Depression Era families and the chronically poor. It won for Grand Rapids, as well 
as for Welsh, national recognition.  

History and Special Collections, Grand Rapids Public Library, Grand Rapids MI 
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Figures 5 and 6: 1838 Rivers Edge Compared to 1926 River Edge at location of Islands 1 and 2. 

"The History of the City of Grand Rapids" by Albert Baxter, 
1891

The map is from A Citizens' History of Grand Rapids by 
William J. Etten. Published in 1926 by the A.P. Johnson Co. 
for the Campau Centennial Committee. The original survey 
map was drawn by Chas. Barnes, Aug. 28, 1833. 
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Figure 7:  Factories on River, Showing Canals 

Dickinson Brothers, G. Rapids. (1911). Grand Rapids: beautiful, industrial, commercial. Grand Rapids, Mich: 
[Grand Rapids Board of Trade. 
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 Grand Rapids Herold. June, 28, 1958, pg 1 
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Figure 8: Land Use and Cover 1978 in Grand River Watershed 

Hanshue, S. K., and A. H. Harrington. 2017. Grand River assessment. Michigan Department of Natural Resources Fisheries Report 
20, Lansing. 
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Figure 9: Population Data 

United States Census Data 

Year
Grand Rapids 

Population 
1900 87565
1910 112571
1920 137634
1930 168592
1940 164292
1950 176515
1960 177313
1970 197649
1980 181843
1990 189126




