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FREMONT

Bible sessions
end following civil
rights complaints

Fremont Public Schools
has banned religious activi-
ties while school is in session
following a complaint by civil
rights activists.
The district agreed to end

monthly “Release Bible Time”
sessions that had been held
in the gymnasium of Daisy
Brook Elementary School from
noon to 1 p.m. by the Rev. John
Perkins, according to a news
release from theMichigan
Association of Civil Rights
Activists.
MACRA had complained

the sessions violated law
banning organized religious
activities on school grounds
during school hours. A similar
complaint was lodged against
Cross Creek Charter Academy
in Byron Center, which also
agreed to end the religious
practices there.
“In both of these cases,

MACRA took action on behalf
of concerned parents whose
children attend these schools,”
the civil rights association said
in a news release.
Last year, MACRA lodged

similar complaints against
lunchtime religious activities
at Fruitport Middle School and
Grand Haven’sWhite Pines
Intermediate School.
In a letter to MACRA,

Fremont Superintendent Ken
Haggart said that “all clergy
will have been permanently
banned from Fremont Public
Schools and ... no organized
religious activities will again
take place on school property
while school is in session, if
organized and run by adults.”
—LynnMoore

LOS ANGELES

American Idol finalists
got their start in church
Four of this year’s ten final-

ists on American Idol say the
first time they ever sang in
public was in church.
MaddieWalker says she

first took the stage at the age
of three, singing “Twinkle
Twinkle Little Star” in front of
her congregation.
Clark Beckham says he was

about eight years old when he
first sang for an audience. He
recalls it was “a solo at this big
church, about 2,000 or 3,000
people.”
Tyanna Jones says her first

public performance, at age
five, was a duet she sang at a
church she visited with her
mother. Jones says she and
her older brother sang “Joyful
Joyful” from themovie “Sister
Act 2.”
Rayvon Owen recalls that in

the church where hemade his
singing debut at the age of 5 or
6, “the spirit just moved” and
he realized howmuch power
music can have.

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

Apersistent question raised
is: Why don’t Muslims con-
demn the violence that is

carried out in the name of Islam?
Themore pertinent question
might be: Why don’t we hear
about the numerous condemna-
tions that are frequently made?
Following the Sept. 11, 2001

attacks, therewere over 20Arab
andMuslim countries that con-
demned the violence, and clearly
identified that it was not justified
by the Qur’an orMuslim teaching.
Since then, following every act

of terrorism, there have been fre-
quent condemnations byMuslim
religious and political leaders.
It is not hard to find hundreds

— if not thousands— of such
condemnations of extremism by
doing a search on the Internet.

But will you read about them
in the newspaper or see them on
the evening news?

Probably not.
It is violence

that is news,
not condemna-
tion of violence.
You probably
will never read
about a plane
landing safely
at the Gerald R.

Ford International Airport, but
let there be amishap or even a
threat of violence and it is sure to
be news.
There is another disturbing

aspect of news coverage that is
actually playing into the hands of
groups like ISIS.
News agencies around the

globe love to display their
atrocities against Christians and
Westerners. Beheadings are

what they want the world to see,
but they don’t want us to see the
thousands of Muslims that are
being killed.
They want their actions to be

seen as a battle between their
version of Islam and theWest.
And that is exactly what is

emphasized in the media.
We don’t hear as much about

Muslims, both Sunni and Shi’a,
that are being killed by the ter-
rorists. Over 17,000 were killed
in just one year according to a
recent UN report.
Am I blaming the media? Not

entirely; they print and broadcast
what the public wants to know.
The sad fact is there is not that
much interest in the violence all
over the world that doesn’t some-
how have a direct connection to
who we are and howwe live.
Another important fact rarely

publicized is there are numer-

ous examples of leaders from
all religions coming together to
work for peace and take a stand
against violence in the name of
religion.
A recent example was the

meeting last month in Amman,
Jordan, sponsored by Prince
Charles fromGreat Britain and
King Abdullah II of Jordan.
A key figure in this event was

the cousin of King Abdullah,
Prince Ghazi, who is the chief
adviser to the king for Religious
and Cultural Affairs. Another
key figure was Sarah Snyder
from the Cambridge Inter-Faith
Programme, who was asked to
chair this meeting of internation-
al religious leaders, including
those from theMiddle East.
Snyder and the Anglican

Bishop of Carlisle in England
have been guests of the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute this past

week. They have beenmeet-
ing with area interfaith clergy,
including rabbis, imams and
pastors at a luncheon sponsored
by Fr. John Geaney, Rector of
the Cathedral of St. Andrew,
and Catholic Bishop David
Walkowiak.
Other meetings have occurred

with our many partners in the
Year of Interfaith Service.
It is inspiring to know that our

local efforts at interfaith under-
standing and service are a part
of a much larger international
effort: to bring religions together
to stand for peace, as well as to
stand against the immoral and
misguided abuse of religion by
terrorist extremists.
It is vital that all who seek

peace work together and support
those from other religious tradi-
tions that share the same vision.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Three-bill packageheaded to the

Senatewould provide protections to

agencieswith religious objections

By Jonathan Oosting
joosting@mlive.com

Faith-based adoption agencies that turn
away gay applicants on religious grounds
would win new protections under legisla-
tion approved last week inMichigan’s
Republican-led House.
The three-bill package, now heading to

the Senate, seeks to prevent the state or
federal government from cutting funding or
taking other “adverse action” against private
agencies that refuse to provide service con-
flicting with their “sincerely held religious
beliefs.”
The lower chamber approved the bills in a

series of 65-44 votes. One Republican voted
against the package, while three Democrats
joined the majority party in support.
Critics argued the three-bill package

would enshrine discrimination into state
law and is likely to be challenged in court if
enacted.
“It’s not just license to discriminate. It’s

actually writing a check for that discrimina-
tion,” said State Rep. Jeff Irwin, D-AnnArbor.
“This isn’t just state-sanctioned discrimina-
tion. It’s state-funded discrimination.”
Supporters say the bills would codify an

existing policy in theDepartment of Human
Services and ensure continued “diversity”

amongst adoption agencies that contract with
the state to find homes for foster children.
“We knowwhen it comes to kids, it’s not a

one-size-fits-all approach. So what we want
to do is make sure that we have the most
options available,” Rep. Andrea LaFontaine,
R-Columbus Township, said last week.
“We have an 80 percent placement rating

for children in today’s system, and we want
to make sure this success continues into the
future.”
Under the bills, an agency that rejects an

adoption referral from the state would be
required to refer the applicant to another
agency that is “willing and able” to provide
services and share a link to a state website.
State Rep. Eric Leutheuser, who spon-

sored one of the bills, said they were careful-
ly written to respect children and would not
close the doors on any potential adoptions.
“By referring prospective parents to other

agencies that may be a better match, it is a
way to avoid potential conflicts of interest,
keepmore doors open and ensure a greater
diversity in paths to forever loving families,”
said Leutheuser, R-Hillsdale.
There are 62 adoption agencies operating

in the state, and 17 have a religious affili-
ation, according to theMichigan Catholic
Conference. Several operate in multiple
locations, however. Bethany Christian
Services, the largest agency in the state, has
offices in eight Michigan counties.
State Rep. Jon Hoadley, one of two openly

gay members elected to the House last fall,
said supporters appeared well intentioned,
but said the legislation would produce nega-

tive results by putting the interests of adop-
tion agencies ahead of children.
“It is not my faith that will decide whether

people like me get service or not,” said
Hoadley, D-Kalamazoo. “It’s going to be the
faith of the person sitting on the other side
of the desk.”
The legislation appears to be a proactive

attempt to protect faith-based agencies
from future policies that might force them
to choose between violating their beliefs or
jeopardizing state funding.
Supporters point to states, such as Illinois,

where some faith-based agencies closed in
2011 rather than complywith a new state
policy requiring them to serve all prospective
parents, regardless of sexual orientation.
But adoption rates in “gay-friendly” states

tend to be higher than in “anti-gay” or “neu-
tral” states, according to Dr. Jeanne Howard,
an adoption research specialist who provid-
ed an affidavit during committee testimony.
“It is time for the agencies to shed their

prejudices and accept gay and lesbian cou-
ples as having the same capacity to love chil-
dren and be exemplary parents,” said state
Rep. Marcia Hovey-Wright, D-Muskegon,
who voted against the bills.
Similar legislation passed the House

late last year but did not see a vote in the
Senate. New Senate Majority Leader Arlan
Meekhof, R-West Olive, has expressed an
interest in discussing the bills this year.
Republican Gov. Rick Snyder has not

backed the bills, however. He has said his
administration was reviewing the proposal
to ensure the best outcome for kids.

MichiganHouseapprovesbills letting
adoption agencies reject gayparents
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The dome at the Michigan Capitol building is illuminated last December. Faith-based adoption agencies that turn away gay applicants
on religious grounds would win new protections under legislation approved last week in Michigan’s Republican-led House. The bills now
head to the State Senate for approval. (MLive.com files)

“It is time for the agencies to shed their prejudices andaccept gay
and lesbian couples ... to love children andbeexemplary parents.”
STATE REP. MARCIA HOVEY-WRIGHT, D-MUSKEGON, WHO VOTED AGAINST A SET OF BILLS ALLOWING ADOPTION AGENCIES TO REJECT GAY PARENTS
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