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By Denise Lavoie
The Associated Press

It was a scandal that shook the Roman
Catholic Church to its core: Hundreds of
priests molested children for decades and
got away with it because church leaders
covered it up.

More than a decade later, the story of
how The Boston Globe exposed the church’s
secret is being told in “Spotlight,” a movie
starring Michael Keaton, Rachel McAdams
and Mark Ruffalo, set for release Nov. 6.

In Boston, where the scandal led to the
resignation of Cardinal Bernard Law and
settlements with hundreds of victims, key
figures featured in the film say it captures
the shock of the scandal as it unfolded, the
pain suffered by the victims and the work
done by journalists to bring it to light.

“We obviously stumbled upon something
far more extensive and horrifying than we
had any right to expect to find,” recalled
Walter Robinson — played by Michael
Keaton — who led the Globe’s Spotlight
Team, the investigative unit that broke open
the scandal with a series of stories in 2002.

The stories detailed how church higher-
ups — including Law — knew priests were
abusing children but moved them from
parish to parish instead of removing them.
The series won the Pulitzer Prize for public
service in 2003.

The film shows the anguish of victims as
they tell their stories to Globe reporters.
Actor Neal Huff plays Phil Saviano, a Boston
man who was abused by a priest when he
was 11. In one scene, Huff holds a childhood

photo. “When you’re a poor kid from a poor
family and when a priest pays attention to
you, it’s a big deal. How do you say no to
God?” he says.

Alexa MacPherson, who was molested
and sexually assaulted by a Boston priest
for six years, starting at age 3, said she and
several other victims plan to see the movie
together so they can support each other.

“I feel like, in some ways, it will be cathar-
tic and healing, even though it brings stuff
to the surface and the forefront,” she said. “I
feel like you can’t ever really heal if you don’t
bring things to the forefront.”

For the reporters, the film is a realistic
depiction of both the failings and triumphs
of journalism. Before the 2002 series, the
Globe had written numerous stories about
abusive priests but had not delved deeper to
report on who within the archdiocese knew
what was going on.

Shortly before Marty Baron took the helm
as editor in 2001, he saw a reference in a
Globe column about sealed court files in the
case of John Geoghan, a priest accused of
abusing more than 100 children.

His first day on the job, Baron asked
Globe staffers if they had tried to get the
files unsealed.

“There was a sort of silence in the room,”
he recalled.

The Spotlight Team went to work while
the Globe’s lawyers went to court. A judge
eventually unsealed church documents,
including priest personnel files containing
extensive details on when the archdiocese
received sexual abuse allegations against

priests and who in the church hierarchy
knew. The Globe’s explosive series sparked
an upheaval in the Boston archdiocese that
snowballed as similar revelations came
to light about abusive priests around the
world.

The scandal hit close to home for Globe
reporter Matt Carroll when he learned
Geoghan lived right around the corner from
him.

“I had four young kids of my own at that
point. ... I put a picture of Geoghan on the
refrigerator and I said, ‘Look, kids, if you see
this guy, run the other way,” Carroll said.

The movie, directed by Tom McCarthy,
already has sparked some Oscar buzz. In
its review, Variety compared it to one of the
most famous movies about journalists —
“All the President’s Men.”

Baron, played by Liev Schreiber, said he
hopes the film will send a message about the
importance of investigative journalism.

“We need to have local news organiza-
tions investigating institutions, individuals
with power, holding people accountable,”
said Baron, now the executive editor of The
Washington Post.

Spokesman Terrence Donilon
said the Archdiocese of Boston has
taken aggressive steps to ensure proper
screening of priests and continues to focus
on helping victims.

“We acknowledge the terrible crimes
committed by clergy against children and
the failure of many leaders within the
church to deal appropriately with these
crimes,” he said.

Roman Catholic Church Cardinal Bernard Law testifies in Boston’s Suffolk Superior Court in 2002, regarding his knowledge and handling
of the child sex abuse case against the Rev. John Geoghan and an alleged $30 million settlement from the Boston Archdiocese to be given
to victims. More than a decade after the church was rocked by the clergy sex abuse scandal, “Spotlight,” a film that tells the story of how
The Boston Globe exposed the scandal, is being released in theaters Nov. 6. (George Martell/Boston Herald via AP)

Filmputs scandal in ‘Spotlight’

By Douglas Kindschi
Director, Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

V iolence is such a prevalent
part of our news and of our
lives.

Why do we seem to be caught
between our fascination with vio-
lence and our desire for peace?
At the recent Parliament of the
World’s Religions, I would go
from sessions focused on non-
violence, peace and love only
to return to my room, turn on
the news and hear of violence
in Jerusalem, Syria, Iraq and
Afghanistan — as well as in
America.

Even the local news is filled
with shootings, local disputes
and car accidents.

I’m not suggesting that the
news media is to blame; after all,
they know what sells.

The old phrase “if it bleeds, it
leads” isn’t just a saying, it repre-
sents marketing truth. If you are

in doubt, look at the popularity of
violent movies and video games.

As a public, we not only want
it free on the evening news — we
will even pay for it at the theater

or video store.
Why does

it seem that
religion and
violence are
often mentioned
in the same
story? Jews
and Muslims
fighting in

Jerusalem, Sunni Muslim
members of ISIS burning Shi’a
mosques, and violence against
churches, mosques, and syna-
gogues around the world.

Is religion to blame? Does reli-
gion lead to violence while call-
ing for peace?

These and other questions are
being explored at the Jewish/
Christian/Muslim dialogue today
in Grand Rapids.

Our keynote speakers include
Rabbi Dr. Donniel Hartman,
president of the Shalom Hartman
Institute in Jerusalem; Rev. Dr.
Cynthia Campbell, former presi-
dent of McCormick Theological
Seminary in Chicago; and Dr.
Ingrid Mattson, chair and pro-
fessor of Islamic Studies at the
University of Western Ontario.

They will discuss why the
great Abrahamic faiths —
Judaism, Christianity and Islam
— are often seen as a force for
evil, but also are seen as a power-
ful force for good, for repairing a
broken world.

Other questions to be explored
include:

•Why do religions seem
unable to fulfill their own self-
professed mission to create indi-
viduals infused with moral sen-
sitivity and societies governed by
the highest ethical standards?

•Does religious devotion blind
us to the religious traditions’

core moral teachings?
•Does selective reading and

simplistic interpretation of the
Bible and the Qur’an encourage
exclusive approaches to faith
which denigrate those of a differ-
ent faith?

•Why do some people read
scripture and find reasons to kill,
while others read the same scrip-
ture and find reasons to love?

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, in his
just-published book “Not in God’s
Name: Confronting Religious
Violence,” also addresses many
of these issues and concludes
that the challenge before us is
one of theology.

He writes: “We have not yet
done the theological work for a
global society in the information
age; and not all religions in the
world are yet fully part of that
conversation. If we neglect the
theology, all else will fail. …
We must stand together, people
of all faiths and of none, for we

are all at risk.
“There must be some set of

principles that we can appeal
to, and be held accountable to,
if our common humanity is to
survive our religious differences.
Religious freedom is about our
common humanity, and we must
fight for it if we are not to lose it.
This, I believe, is the issue of our
time.”

Our conference pursues the
theme, “To Repair the World:
How Does Religion Help or
Hinder?” and our participants
will seek to look carefully and
reflect self-critically on both
aspects of this topic.

As individuals, we may not
be directly involved in violence,
but is our silence a part of the
problem? Or, do our actions
and attitudes about those who
believe differently contribute to
a community of understanding
and respect?
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Repairing a brokenworld: The problem of religious violence
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Township sued
for denying Islamic
school request

The federal government
said Monday that it has sued
a southeastern Michigan
township for denying a zoning
change that would allow con-
struction of an Islamic school
that has outgrown its nearby
home.

The Justice Department,
which filed the suit against
Pittsfield Township near Ann
Arbor in U.S. District Court in
Detroit, said in a news release
the township violated a law
that prohibits imposing land
use regulations that put a sub-
stantial burden on religious
exercise.

The township in 2011
rejected Michigan Islamic
Academy’s request to build on
vacant land in a planned resi-
dential area.

“We filed this lawsuit to pro-
tect the right of all Americans
to practice their religion and
receive the religious instruction
and education of their choice,”
said BarbaraMcQuade, U.S.
attorney for Detroit.

Attorney Tom Meagher,
who is representing the town-
ship in the lawsuit, told The
Associated Press the zoning
decision was “fair and lawful.”
He said it’s “the wrong loca-
tion” for any school and reli-
gion has nothing to do with it.

“The township is not impos-
ing a burden of any kind,” he
said. “We’re lawfully enforcing
our ordinances.”

At the time of the township’s
decision, opponents raised
worries over traffic and other
issues, and the trustees cited
concerns the school would add
traffic to an already heavily
congested road.

DETROIT

Man killed by pastor
in church shooting

Police released the name of
a man who they say was shot
and killed by a pastor during
a confrontation in a Detroit
storefront church.

Officer Jennifer Moreno said
investigators are questioning
witnesses about the killing
Sunday of 26-year-old Deante
Smith, who was shot several
times by the pastor at the City
of God church.

Police said the pastor shot
Smith after Smith threatened
him with a brick.

Authorities have declined
to publicly identify the pas-
tor, who was questioned and
released without charge.

Police said the men knew
each other and had problems.
Officer Keisha Beasley-Dorsey
said the pastor previously had
filed a complaint about Smith
with the department.
—The Associated Press
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